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SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY 
Grievance 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [9.31 am]: My grievance is about South Coast Highway and is to the Minister for 
Transport. I thank the minister for taking my grievance. I rise to draw attention to concerns regarding South Coast 
Highway, specifically the eastern section between Ravensthorpe and Esperance. I would straightaway like to 
acknowledge that, as it is quick to tell us, Main Roads has completed significant work to improve safety on this road 
during recent years, but that work has not been enough to quiet the voices I hear—those people who use the road 
daily and can see the inherent dangers clearly. In the RAC’s 2022 Risky Roads survey, the stretch of highway between 
Walpole and Esperance was voted the fifth-riskiest in regional WA, with issues including poor road surface quality; 
narrow roads, lanes and bridges; and a lack of opportunities to overtake. Despite work done, many stretches of the 
road are atrocious and downright dangerous. People like Freight Lines Group’s managing director Michael Harding 
fear for the lives of road users. Mr Harding told the ABC this week that at the end of the day because of the state of 
the road we are putting property, ourselves and others at risk. However, at the end of the day, it is not Mr Harding or 
other road users who are putting anything at risk. It is the state government that is putting people and property at risk. 
Even as I speak, there are potholes in many stretches of a road that is currently carrying harvest traffic and trucks 
hauling grain to Esperance receival points. It is also the route used by trucks carting material from the Ravensthorpe 
Nickel Mine and Galaxy Resources’ Mt Cattlin operation and tourists heading to Esperance for holidays. At any 
point in time there are caravans, motorhomes, four-wheel drives loaded with families and surfboards, trucks with 
heavy loads of grain and containers all heading in and out of Esperance on a road that is not up to the job. Mr Harding 
says the road is not a pleasant working environment, describing it as an absolute joke and a disgrace. He is certainly 
not the only one in Esperance of that opinion. 
As the Esperance harvest gets into full swing, truck movements are expected to increase, just as the school holidays 
arrive and more people are on the road. South Coast Highway from the west is one of only two major routes 
into Esperance. From the north is Coolgardie–Esperance Highway. Though the town is serviced by Transperth bus 
services and Regional Express flights, many choose to drive. The area is promoted by this government as a tourism 
destination, yet the major road from the west is in such a state of disrepair that getting to a place described as 
heaven can be hell on earth. In 2020, Infrastructure Australia listed road safety in regional WA as a high priority, 
calling for upgrades to 17 000 kilometres of roads across regional WA to reduce road trauma, deaths and injuries. 
South Coast Highway between Albany and Esperance was mentioned as a priority initiative. The report said the 
age, design and condition of the highway was causing significant safety issues.  
In April 2021, my office dealt with concerns expressed by Shane Ballantyne from Ballantyne Earthmoving. His 
concerns related to an incident involving one of his trucks on South Coast Highway near Young River. During the 
interactions between the Ballantynes, Main Roads and my office with regard to this incident, Mr Ballantyne said 
the lack of appropriate signage, combined with the state of the road, made him fearful for the safety of other 
drivers. At the same time, the section of road that was the scene of this accident was described by a Main Roads 
employee as not having a surface forgiving of error and therein lies the real danger. The stretch of the highway 
between Ravensthorpe and Esperance is not forgiving of error. Its surface is treacherous when dry, worse so when 
wet. In places the edges are dangerous and potholes caused by the heavy traffic are currently signposted and correctly 
described by Main Roads as road hazards. It should be noted that there is so much road damage that all the potential 
hazards are not even signed. 
We are not talking about a minor backroad. South Coast Highway is a major freight route and it is also a major route 
for tourists visiting Esperance and surrounds. Esperance residents have called for more overtaking lanes, for work 
to make the road edges less treacherous and for the severely pitted ridged and routed sections of the road to be repaired 
with longer term solutions. The narrow, winding road between Ravensthorpe and the First Quantum Minerals mine 
is seen as dangerous while bumps and dips in the road cause trucks to sway. Mr Harding is calling for immediate 
government action and for safety to be improved from the ground up. The minister responsible needs to listen to the 
concerns of those who risk their lives on a road that is not fit for purpose. People who live in the area have concerns 
based on experience and deserve to be listened to. 
In answer to questions asked of the minister in the upper house, we have been advised that since 2017, 25 kilometres 
of highway between Munglinup and Esperance have been reconstructed. We have heard that no incidents have been 
reported to Main Roads that are attributable to the condition of the road, and that regular inspections and maintenance 
work is carried out. The reality is that what has been done is not good enough and that quick-fix solutions to damaged 
roads last only so long. The highway needs to be capable of safely carrying all those who use it. It is irresponsible 
of this government to watch on as the deteriorating road conditions combine with a high traffic load to create unsafe 
conditions. I call on the government to listen to what the road users, Infrastructure Australia and the RAC are saying, 
and to do a better job of making this highway a safer section of the National Highway. 
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MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.38 am]: I thank the member for that grievance. 
I must say I am a little disappointed with the tone of the grievance because in one section he said how much we 
have done and there is no quick fix and then in another section he said that we have not done anything. I think even 
the grievance itself outlines the amount of work that we are undertaking. Another point I would like to say about the 
regional road program is that was our road safety program. That was our program that we developed and we submitted 
to the federal government and, of course, the RAC was very much onboard. Just to be given a bit of credit for securing 
hundreds of millions of dollars for the regional road safety program for around the state would be good occasionally. 
I want to make another point: the previous government was there eight and a half years. It had the royalties for regions 
fund that it promoted everywhere, yet it did not fix any roads. It became obsessed with Perth Freight Link. It diverted 
all its attention and cash to Perth Freight Link and did not focus on roads. It was then Leader of the National Party 
Brendon Grylls who said RFR is not about fixing roads. I want to make that point. We are investing more in roads 
than ever before. 
Let us go to some facts. In 2020–21, we spent $143 million in the goldfields–Esperance region, compared with 
$66 million in 2016–17. Also in 2020–21, we spent $148 million in the great southern region, compared with $56 million 
in 2016–17. In 2021–22—the year just completed—we estimate that we spent $95 million in the goldfields–Esperance 
region, compared with $66 million spent by the previous government in its last full financial year. In the great 
southern in 2021–22, we spent $113 million compared with $56 million in 2016–17. We are spending far more in 
those regions than the previous government did. We took up the cause of the regional road safety program; not the 
Nationals WA, which is meant to represent the regions—we did. We got funding and we continue to secure funding 
to roll out that program. 
I agree with the member that South Coast Highway is one road amongst many that needs funding, and that continues to 
be a priority for us. In rolling out the regional road safety program, we continue to undertake works in that area. I have 
been down there a couple of times to deliver our election commitments; there has been some awful weather down there, 
particularly during the winter just gone and the previous winter, and that has made some of the reconstruction work very 
difficult. We have tried to do what we can within the windows of suitable weather. Nevertheless, only a couple of weeks 
ago, the member for Moore, Shane Love, questioned the fact that the government was undertaking road upgrades during 
the harvest period, even though that is the time when the weather is at its most suitable for upgrading roads. 
I want to outline what we have been doing. Since coming to office in 2017, we have undertaken a number of 
improvements. As I said earlier, investment in roads in the goldfields–Esperance region increased from $66 million 
to $143 million between 2016–17 and 2020–21. Additionally, road shoulders have been sealed and widened by 
10 metres on a 43 kilometre stretch of highway outside Munglinup as part of the regional road safety improvement 
program; that is a fair stretch. That was completed in 2021–22 at a cost of around $4.5 million. Of that, 11 kilometres 
were resealed in 2021–22 and the remainder will be resealed this summer, after which audible edge lines will be 
applied at a further cost of $2.7 million. In the 2017 election campaign, we committed $30 million to the area between 
Albany and Jerramungup, and that work was completed in 2021. The government also completed 25 kilometres 
of pavement rehabilitation between Munglinup and Esperance between 2017–18 and 2020–21, at a cost of 
$15 million. Two kilometres of pavement rehabilitation and seal widening was completed 10 kilometres west of 
Ravensthorpe in 2021–22, at a cost of $1 million. Further pavement rehabilitation is planned for 2023–24, funded 
through the regional road safety program. 
As members can see, over this summer and the next there will be further works undertaken on South Coast Highway, 
and we continue to do what we can to secure funds to improve the condition of that road. We have put forward 
submissions to Infrastructure Australia about the condition of that road, and we continue to work to secure further 
funding. The challenge of moving grain to port is massive throughout that area. We know the condition of that road; 
it is a very old seal and we need to continue to upgrade it. That is why we are doing all we can to improve safety. 
Our immediate challenge is to improve those roads, and that is what we are doing through the regional road safety 
program and other specific projects to widen, reseal or install audible edge lining. Of course, a far bigger project will 
be the full reconstruction of the highway, which will need significant funding from the commonwealth government. 
We are constantly working to improve that situation. As I said, I think some credit needs to be given for how much 
we are spending in regional WA. The facts are the facts. For the member to stand up and say, “Minister, you’re doing 
this” or “You’re not doing that”, is, I think, a little condescending given that we have fought for record investment 
in regional roads. We are continuing to work on these roads. I do not know where everyone was when the previous 
Liberal–National government was in power, but no-one seemed to be calling for work on roads, because it did not 
fix anything. We are now playing catch-up and dealing with the massive challenge of getting grain to port. 
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